
LIFE GROUP STUDY GUIDE:   (60-minute session—11-03-19) 
New Message Series: The Messiah in the Minor Prophets 

Leading up to Christmas, we are going to be looking at several Old Testament passages from the Minor 
Prophets. Often people skip over these books because of the doom and gloom factor. It’s true, they have 
more than their fair share of doom and gloom, but the dark clouds of doom and gloom are often tempered 
with rays of hope. The message of the Minor Prophets looks forward to the coming Messiah and his 
redeeming work.  
 
Today’s lesson sets the stage for study in the Minor Prophets… 

Read: 1Samuel 8:1-20 
 

Let’s Make Four Observations: 
 

1. A _______________ Made: 
 

Who was Samuel and what was his job? 

What issues did the elders raise with Samuel?  
 
Why does it seem so common that the children of godly parents/leaders fail to live up to the same 
standards as their parents? 
 

2. An _________________ Response: 
 

How did Samuel react to the elder’s request?  What do you admire most about Samuel? 

What was wrong with the elder’s request? Why did God allow them to do what He did not approve?   
 
Israel’s problem was spiritual, but the people chose a secular solution. What spiritual solutions might they 
have come up with to solve their problem? Give an example of a secular solution to a spiritual problem. 
 

3. A ________________ Case: 
 

How did the elders litigate their case? What points did they make? What was their opening and closing 
statements? What did Israel’s choice of a human king over God’s kingship reveal about them? 
 

4. An ________________ outcome: 
 

What warning did God tell Samuel to give the people regarding having a king rule them? 
 
 
CLOSING: What changes come along with Jesus as King ruling over our lives? 

1. Change in _________________: 
2. Change in _________________: 
3. Change in _________________: 


