
LIFE GROUP STUDY GUIDE:                                   (60-minute session—08-02-20)  
 

Message Series: THRIVE. 
 

This series will walk us through the New Testament book of 1Peter. In Peter’s letter to the scattered Christian 
community, God’s people are encouraged to live in hope and walk in holiness…literally THRIVE from heaven’s 
perspective. We hope you enjoy the series as we focus in on several of the imperatives found in 1 Peter. 
Today’s lesson is all about Soldiering Up – 1 Peter 4:1-5 
 

Two Questions: (verses 1 and 2) 
 

1. Are we ______ for what lies ____________? 
 

The Christian’s ________ is having the ____________ Jesus did in His ______________. 
 

Take a few minutes to check out www.opendoorsusa.org – what sticks out to you about Christian persecution 
around the world?  
How can we arm ourselves to prepare for the suffering Peter says we’ll naturally encounter when we live 
Jesus’ counter cultural message? 
What does it look like to prepare ourselves to endure suffering, following Jesus’ example of non-retaliation 
towards others when we suffer for living and loving like Jesus?  
Spend a few minutes praying for believers around the world to be strengthened and remain faithful in the 
midst of suffering. 
 

2. Do our lives give __________ of the convictions we ____________? 
 

Human ______________ are no longer our ___________: doing the ______ of _______ is! 
In your Life Group: Read Romans 6:8-14 (or the whole chapter) – how does this passage written by Paul relate 
to what Peter tells us in 1 Peter 4:1-3? How do both of these passages encourage us to live in relation to sin in 
our life?  
What would we look like if we fought the sin in our own life without mercy, without compassion, and without 
remorse?  
 

The validity of our ___________ isn’t just the _________ we say but the ______________ we’re 
willing to go through to live out the _____________ 

 

Two Results from this Life Lived for Jesus: (verse 4) 
 

1. __________________________________ 
2. __________________________________ 

 

Ray Vander Laan said, “We tell about Jesus more by who we are and how we live than we do by what we say.” 
What do you think?  
If American Christians lost their places of power tomorrow, how would we influence the world around us 
instead? How can we make sure we’re living the message of Shalom in our lives right now?  
 
How does learning to trust God enough to leave judgment in His hands fuel our desire to win over those who 
heap abuse on us? Do you regularly pray for God to soften your heart towards your enemies and to seek their 
salvation? How has it affected your life? And if you don’t yet, how do you think it could change your life?  


